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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2008 GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The general meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held in the Millvale Borough Building on October 14, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Porter at 5:50 p.m. 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Vince Cinski 
Eddie Figas 
James Porter 
Virginia Pucci 

Absent with Regrets: 

Tina Galioto

Don Gillespie 
Jamie Hahn 
John Kelly

Lin Miklas

Janice Muto
Jim Porter


Elaine Trapani


Absent: None

Staff Attending: None

Advisory Members Attending: 


Al Atkinson

Jeff Schaffer

Millvale Business Representatives: None

Also in attendance: None
III. Approval of Minutes 
Minutes could not be approved - NO QUORUM 
IV. Committee Reports


A.
Main / Elm Street Focus Group:
Figas explained the next meeting for the focus group is scheduled for October 21 at the MCC. Figas said that all MBDC members are encouraged to attend, as the focus group will be breaking down into MainStreet committees. Figas also explained that he would discuss the role of the MBDC members in the Focus Committees individually with them prior to the meeting.

B.
Promotion:
Figas relayed that posters for the Harvest event and Halloween parade are out and that a webpage is running for the Harvest Party and registration is available online. Figas indicated that the registration was going well and that over 30 children have already registered.
Figas indicated the website continues to grow and the visits are increasing. In March of this year, the site was averaging 900 visits per month we are now averaging 5,000. Atkinson asked who the web page consultant is Figas said it was WSI and indicated he is happy with their service.
Figas showed the Board the attached draft copy of a fundraising inquiry and explained that the letter could be used for a variety of asks.

      C.
Design:

Figas reiterated that numerous businesses have inquired about façade grants, the yearly audit is almost complete at which point the Borough will apply for DCED/PA Downtown Center funding. Figas went on to say he has had some difficulty with the PA Downtown Center (PDC), the difficulty being communication in large part due to the absence of a Western PA representative. Figas indicated that a request has been made for Façade money.
Figas said Susan continues working on façade guidelines and a hard copy of the business directory.


      D.
Organization:
Figas said the golf outing was a success. Attendance was up to 84 golfers an increase from 2007. Pucci indicated that the MBDC Golf Outing raised $4,000. 

Pucci also indicated the lottery ticket sales netted $1,800.
Figas asked for volunteers for the Harvest Event, Children’s Christmas Party and Holiday Mixer. 


      E.
Economic Restructuring:
Pucci updated the board on the K.Walters and Evergreen properties.
Figas happily announced that the Farm Stand received a monetary award from the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank, which was passed on to volunteers as food stipends.

Figas explained the attached draft copy of a letter offering Business Retention and Attraction Services. Figas said the letter would be sent to businesses within Millvale and to businesses outside the community that may fit well here. Figas explained the new program would put everyone on the same page when discussing Millvale’s benefits.

      F.
Clean, Safe and Green:
Figas said four businesses have signed up for the graffiti wash.

V. Main Street Managers Report

Figas asked the Board to review the report and direct questions to Figas. 

      VI. Old Business

The Borough Solicitor has not reviewed the By-laws per Pucci.
VII. New Business
Figas explained to the Board that Red Star Ironworks is applying for a loan through DCED and ARTEZ. Figas and Pucci indicated that loan approval would not only secure Red Star but would secure ARTEZ as an Enterprise zone with establishment of the loan program. 
Figas explained the new Keystone Renovate and Repair Program for property owners.
Schaffer reviewed the Elm Street study and asked to schedule a meeting to review the first draft. After some discussion it was determined the best, time was at the next MBDC meeting. Figas said he would make sure the agenda was clear. 
VIII. Complaints / Compliments

None
IX. Announcements
Porter read the announcements:

· Farm Stand: October 15 2:30 p.m. National City Lot 

· ARTEZ – October 15, 7 p.m. (Shaler) 

· Graffiti Wash – October 18, 10:30 a.m.

· Focus Group – October 21, 6 p.m., MCC

· Farm Stand: October 22, 2:30 p.m. National City Lot
· Creepy Harvest Party: October 25, 5-7 p.m., Millvale Riverfront Park
· Farm Stand: October 29, 2:30 p.m. National City Lot
· Halloween Parade: October 31, 6-8 p.m., MCC (Parade begins @ Hardee’s)

· NEXT MEETING:  November 11, 2008 - 7:30 am. MCC (ELM STREET REVIEW)
XI. Adjournment 



Porter adjourned meeting at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas
Next Meeting – 11/11 7:30 a.m.
















