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Millvale Borough Development Corporation




MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 2010 MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The November meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held at the Millvale Community Center in the Banquet Hall on November 9, 2010, at 7:30 a.m.  
Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 7:37 a.m.
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Vince Cinski 
Eddie Figas 

Tina Galioto 
Jim Porter 
Virginia Pucci 
Richard Schmitz 
Elaine Trapani 

Absent with Regrets: 
Jamie Hahn 
Lin Mikelas
Janice Muto 

Others in Attendance: 


Rhea Nicotra

Advisory Members Attending:
Michael Kaefer


Millvale Business Representatives:
Council Members Attending:
III. Approval of Minutes 
Motion Schmitz made to Approve October 2010 MBDC Minutes as submitted. 


Second Galioto
Vote to approve the minutes of the October 2010 MBDC meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz, Trapani.


None against



 October 2010 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.
IV. Main Street Managers Report
Figas reviewed his October report discussing volunteer, web numbers and articles on Millvale.
 V. Old Business 

A. River Towns Assessment – Figas and Pucci reviewed the attached flier, explaining the assessment and the potential funding opportunities for Millvale. Figas discussed the Laurel Highlands success and explained that Millvale and the valley have potential to experience similar success.

B. Community Improvements – Figas mentioned that with much fundraising completed the Directors should consider purchasing amenities for the community and asked the Directors to consider what they would like to see. Trapani suggested signs to recognize MBDC accomplishments.

C. Gardens of Millvale – Figas spoke about the Gardens progress and the winterization efforts.
a. Figas explained the GOM Orchard work had begun with winter soil preparation. Figas said soil should be ready for fall planting. Porter mentioned the possibility of planting an orchard off of Maryland Avenue; he felt it would help with soil stabilization.

b. Hot Tunnel – Figas mentioned that the library is writing a grant to try and acquire a Hot Tunnel for the Gardens of Millvale. The tunnel would be used through the fall and winter to grow and develop seedlings. Figas mentioned a tunnel was being installed in Braddock. 

D. Rain Garden Grant Award – Figas told directors that the Borough was awarded a grant from the Heinz Endowments to install a Rain Garden in Millvale. Figas explained how a rain garden would work and what the benefits would be to Millvale. Figas also thanked GTECH the grant partner and spoke about what he said was the most important feature of the grant, the education component. The site has yet to be determined; GTECH is looking for a suitable location.

E.   Community Awareness Presentation – Pucci discussed the Community Awareness program explaining what was going to be offered. Pucci invited everyone to the event and asked the Directors to talk about the program.
VI. New Business 

A. Helping Hands, Donation for Christmas Presents – Pucci informed the Directors that she made the donation to Helping Hands to purchase presents for the Children’s Santa Celebration.
B. Property Update – Pucci announced that an agreement was signed with a company for the properties on Lincoln/Evergreen; Pucci continued that an agreement was also signed by Rhea Nicotra in regard to her building. Pucci told the Directors she also signed a confidentiality agreement and could not reveal the nature of the business. Cinski asked if Meade Street was going to be vacated, Pucci said if the deal goes through Council would be approached to vacate the Street. Porter and Pucci both asked Directors to be patient through the fact finding.
C. Focus Group – Figas presented the Focus Groups’ Green Initiative, the document was attached and Figas reviewed it. Figas said the project was designed to help the MBDC and Borough by letting the Focus Group develop the ideas and research them. Figas also mentioned that the Focus Group hoped to make education a strong component of the project.
a. Tree information –Figas spoke about the tree situation in the Borough and said the Focus Group was looking into finding help for the situation.
b. Vandergrift Article – Figas reviewed the attached article commenting on the trees and pavement. Pucci commented on porous pavement and the cost of it in comparison to its durability, Schmitz also commented stating that porous pavement had specific uses that were successful including parking lots.
D. Mixer – Pucci asked the Directors for their thoughts on the Mixer. Pucci said she felt the Mixer was not providing the desired outcome that she and Figas had hoped for, to that point she suggested canceling the event and focusing on a volunteer thank you diner in the early part of the year.  She asked the Directors for input and all agreed that the Mixer would be cancelled and a volunteer thank you event planned.
VI. Committee Reports

A.
 Main / Elm Street Focus Group:

· Figas stated that the next meeting for the Focus Group would be held 11/16.
A. Clean, Safe and Green:

· PickUp’s - Figas told Directors that participation was down and that he would be looking to restructure the Pick Up’s for 2011.
· Figas explained the Farm Market – through 22 weeks raised over $1,000 in large part thanks to the grant received from Eat-n-Park. Figas also mentioned that the last market was 11/10.
· Pucci informed the Directors that the Borough would be awarded a CDBG Grant in 2011 to construct a stage at the GAPP.

· Schmitz said that 1,200 bricks were needed for the GAPP fence. Porter suggested finding the bricks over the winter.
C.   Design

· Figas said Façade guidelines were in development

D.    Economic Restructuring

· Figas explained that Millvale Days raised $2,675 and the Golf Outing made $4,623. 
· Pucci said the September ticket sales netted $1,100, Pucci also mentioned that January tickets would be on sale through the Holidays.
E.    Promotion

· Figas explained that the following items were being promoted:

· Millvale Art Celebration – Figas said he met with Mark Panza.
· Santa Celebration

· Senior Holiday Lunch
F. Organization

· Figas asked for volunteers for the Holiday events and for people to attend the assessment walk about. 
      VIII. Announcements
· Farm Market – 11/10, 2:30-6 pm

· Dom Costa Senior Fair – 11/10, 10 am -1 pm, Cherry City Fire Hall

· Focus Group – 11/16, 6 pm, MCC 

· ARTEZ – 11/17, 7, Sharpsburg

· Community Awareness Presentation – 11/18, 6 pm, MCC

· River Town Assessment, 11/20 – 2 pm, BB

· Santa Celebration – 12/4, 11 am -1:30 pm, MCC

· Senior Lunch – 12/5,  11:30 am – 1:30 pm, MCC

· NEXT MEETING – 12/14, 5:30 pm, BB
IX. Adjournment 

Motion by Cinski to Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Schmitz 
Vote to Adjourn.  
Vote to Adjourn November 2010 MBDC meeting 
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz.



None against

President Porter adjourned meeting at 8:55 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 12/14, 5:30 p.m.
















