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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 2008 GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The general meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held in the Millvale Borough Building on November 11, 2008, at 7:30 a.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Porter at 7:40 a.m. 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Vince Cinski 
Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto

John Kelly

Janice Muto
James Porter 
Virginia Pucci 
Elaine Trapani

Absent with Regrets: 

Don Gillespie 
Jamie Hahn 
Lin Miklas

Absent: None

Staff attending none

Advisory Members Attending: 


Al Atkinson

Jeff Schaffer

Ken Vecenie

Millvale Business Representatives: None

Also in attendance: Richard Schmitz
III. Approval of Minutes 
Motion Trapani made to Approve September 2008 MBDC Meeting Minutes as submitted. 


Second Galioto. 

Vote to approve the minutes of the September 2008 MBDC Meeting recorded by Secretary Figas 
Votes in favor: Vince Cinski, Eddie Figas, Tina Galioto, John Kelly, Janice Muto, James Porter, Virginia Pucci, Elaine Trapani


None against




2008 MBDC September Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.
Motion Trapani made to Approve October 2008 MBDC Meeting Minutes as submitted. 


Second Galioto. 

Vote to approve the minutes of the October 2008 MBDC Meeting recorded by Secretary Figas 
Votes in favor: Vince Cinski, Eddie Figas, Tina Galioto, John Kelly, Janice Muto, James Porter, Virginia Pucci, Elaine Trapani


None against




2008 MBDC September Meeting Minutes approved as submitted

IV. Committee Reports

A.
Main / Elm Street Focus Group:
Figas asked board members to attend the focus group/ MS committees meeting scheduled for November 18. Figas explained all MBDC members are encouraged to attend, as the focus group will be breaking down into MainStreet committees.

B.
Promotion:
Figas told the board posters for the Santa event and Mixer are out and the webpage is running for the Santa event with registration is available online. Figas asked members to RSVP to the Mixer online, Galioto had already done so.

Figas explained that the website continues to grow and the visits are increasing. Figas stated that in March of this year, the site was averaging 900 visits per month we are now averaging 5,000. 

Schmitz suggested putting a Donation opportunity on the site, Trapani and Kelly recommended a suggestion area.

      C.
Design:

Figas told the board the Borough, MBDC and MainStreet are working with DCED and PDC to finalize the 2008 façade funding and that a new Western PA representative for PDC will begin in December.

Figas told the board Susan continues working on façade guidelines and a hard copy of the business directory. Kelly commended the website and the work Susan has done, Galioto and Muto agreed.

      D.
Organization:
Figas told the board the golf outing was a success. Attendance was 84 golfers, which was an increase from 2007, and that the event made $4,000. Figas said Lottery ticket sales netted $1,800 for September.

Figas asked for volunteers for the Children’s Christmas Party and Holiday Mixer. Pucci explained the Santa party. Trapani suggested a 50/50 or basket raffle.
Figas pleasantly announced the Harvest Party attracted 125 children form nine different zip codes including 95 from 15209 and made $116. The board was pleased and Kelly noted it was nice to see outside folks coming into the community for a positive event. Galioto noted that all of the new events and revamped older events were very successful.
Figas asked Pucci to explain event sponsorship. Pucci explained that the Borough participates in most events and that the MBDC and MainStreet is the beneficiary of a strong relationship with the Borough. Figas echoed this and explained that many communities do not have the support we have in Millvale. Pucci and Figas cited numerous examples including the Borough waving rental fees and the road crew’s efforts at events. Muto suggested totting our own horn more and the board concurred.

Pucci also thanked the board for donating the holiday lights and ribbons; the road crew was installing the lights. 

      E.
Economic Restructuring:
Pucci updated the board on the K.Walters and Evergreen properties explaining Heartland was seeking a price reduction due to increased site costs.
Figas happily announced that the Farm Stand received a monetary award from the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank, which was passed on to volunteers as food stipends.
Figas relayed that the Firehouse apartments were preparing to open.

      F.
Clean, Safe and Green:
Figas said the graffiti wash was a success and that more businesses have inquired. Figas said planning for 2009 Pick-ups and the Clean Sweep would begin in the New Year. Figas also thanked Galioto for her efforts.
Figas explained through the winter, he would be working on finding grants for liter signs, trash and recycling containers and cigarette butt receptacles. Kelly and Galioto explained their issues with the trash situation and urged the Borough to have fines n the signs.
Stephen suggested pro bono work from Tetra Tech as a good sales tool for the Evergreen property.
V. Main Street Managers Report

Figas asked the Board to review the report and direct questions to Figas. 

      VI. Old Business

The Borough Solicitor has not reviewed the By-laws.
VII. New Business
Figas explained to the Board that Red Star Ironworks is applying for a loan through DCED and ARTEZ. Figas and Pucci indicated that loan approval would not only secure Red Star but would secure ARTEZ as an Enterprise zone with establishment of the loan program. 
Figas introduced Schaffer.
Schaffer updated the board on the Elm Street study, Schaffer passed out draft version 1.0 of the Elm Street Plan along with a report highlighting aspect and key elements of the report and the next steps. Jeff asked the board to review the draft and comment by email. The next step is to schedule another open house.

Stephen asked the MBDC and Borough for letters of support respectively for an ARTEZ grant for brown field assessment, since the Borough has used brown field assessment funds in the past it was quickly brought to motion.   

Motion Trapani made to Approve letter of support for ARTEZ. 


Second Muto. 

Vote to approve the letter of support to ARTEZ.
Votes in favor: Vince Cinski, Eddie Figas, Tina Galioto, John Kelly, Janice Muto, James Porter, Virginia Pucci, Elaine Trapani


None against




Letter of support for ARTEZ brown field assessment grant approved. Figas will draft.
VIII. Complaints / Compliments

None
IX. Announcements
Porter read the announcements:

· Farm Stand: November 11 2:30 p.m. MCC (final 2008 stand) 

· ARTEZ – October 19, 7 p.m. (Aspinwall) 

· Focus Group/Committees – November 18, 6 p.m., MCC

· Window Decorating – November 26, 10 am -1:30 pm, business district

· Thanksgiving Holiday - November 27

· NEXT MEETING - Mixer:  December 2, 2008 - 4:30 pm. MCC
· Children’s Santa Celebration – December 6, 2008 11 am-2 pm, MCC
XI. Adjournment 

Motion Muto made to Adjourn the November 2008 MBDC Meeting. 


Second Pucci 

Vote to adjourn the November 2008 MBDC Meeting. 
Votes in favor: Vince Cinski, Eddie Figas, Tina Galioto, John Kelly, Janice Muto, James Porter, Virginia Pucci, Elaine Trapani


None against

Porter adjourned meeting at 9:15 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas
Next Meeting – 12/02 4:30 p.m.
















