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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2009 MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH MAIN/ELM STREET FOCUS GROUP
The regular meeting of the Millvale Borough Main/Elm Street Focus Group was held at the Millvale Community Center on June 23, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. 

Approved meeting recaps can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 

President Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:12 p.m.
II. Roll Call 


Main/Elm Street Members Attending: 

Eddie Figas 
John Kelly  

Virginia Pucci

Denise Rudar

Richard Schmitz


Tina Walker

Absent with Regrets: 
Cathy Celender
Tina Galioto

Rich Jones

Ray Lardin

Brian Wolovich

Absent: 
None

Millvale Council Representatives:


None
Others Attending:


None

III. Approval of Minutes 

Motion Kelly made to Approve May2009 MainStreet Minutes as submitted. 


Second Walker
Vote to approve the minutes of the May 2009 MainStreet meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Figas, Kelly, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker



None against



May 2009 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.

      IV. MainStreet Managers Report

Figas reviewed portions of his Managers report focusing on the addition of new businesses in Millvale.
 
V. Committee Reports


A.
Design: 
· Figas asked the board to review Façade Grant guidelines and application.

· Figas explained Façade funding for 2008 and 2009 was reviewed by the DCED and that the Borough must submit a different application for the funding as the MS program is changing in status from active to achiever. 
B.
Economic Restructuring and Neighborhoods: 
· Figas gave the K-Walters update explaining that Penn Dot was still considering the Borough plan to expand the site. Figas expressed optimism that the project would be approved but explained the project would need funded and the Borough would more than likely need to provide the funding through budget and grants.
· Figas explained that RedStar’s mural is almost complete. The mural was funded through a grant application written by the MainStreet Director and funded by ACED. RedStar is hosting a reception to thank the Borough and County for their aid, the reception will be held on July 9, 5 pm and feature appetizers and drinks, all are invited. More to come as the event is finalized. 

· Figas said the MBDC Membership drive has netted $1,500 thus far, in 2007 the entire membership drive brought in $2,175. Figas said he expects to exceed the 2007 totals.
· Figas told the Board that the Borough was awarded a $6,000 Port of Pittsburgh Grant for various work at the Riverfront Park.
· Figas updated the board on the Evergreen/Ohio Street properties and the potential large-scale development at the site.
C.
Image, Identity and Promotion: 
· Figas explained that Tom Walker has completed the Brew Festival Poster, which is magnificent. Figas told the Board that new brewers have been added for the Fest and that shirt's and such are being ordered.
· Figas reviewed the brew festival policy established by the MBDC, which does not accept vendors at the brew festival. Figas further explained that numerous vendors had inquired about selling various wares and food items at the festival but that brewers and the MBDC did not like the idea because it impinged upon Borough sales and Brewer sales, therefore the policy was created to not allow vendors.
· After explaining, the new policy Figas then told the board he had a request form a local Brewania club to display brewer memorabilia and club information. The club is part of a national organization and has a large following, the club would not be selling items only showing their unique memorabilia and promoting their club. Figas then explained that a Home Brewers Organization is also interested in serving beers from their brewers. Figas asked the board to vote on these issues, a brief discussion was held and then a vote.
Motion Rudar made to allow Beer/Brew related organizations and home brewers to participate in the Brew Festival as long as the organization is approved by the Organization committee and is not selling items. 


Second Kelly

Vote to allow Beer/Brew related organizations and home brewers to participate in the Brew Festival as long as the organization is approved by the Organization committee and is not selling items. 

Votes in favor: Figas, Kelly, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker



None against

Beer/Brew related organizations and home brewers are allowed to participate in the Brew Festival as long as the organization is approved by the Organization committee and is not selling items. 
D.
Safe, Clean and Green: 
· Figas reviewed the tasks for Millvale Matters at the July 18th PickUp:

· McCarthy Park: Remove graffiti from play apparatus, and general clean up of area. 

· Library: Aid in library renovation including debris removal, interior building deconstruction, clearing yard debris. 

· Storefront Cleaning: window cleaning and general storefront maintenance. 

· Kitmans Dinette Painting: Painting boards covering damaged windows to match the buildings existing color. 

· Recycling Awareness: Passing out recycling literature and possibly removing hard to recycle items. 

· Drain Medallion Installation: Installing please do not dump medallions near sewers – done by gluing medallion to street. 

· Grant Avenue Pocket Park: If the concrete cover is, installed planting preparation can occur.

· Figas told the board that ARTEZ and ACED had approved the GTECH project for the Evergreen/Ohio Streets sites but that the Borough and MBDC had to gracefully not accept the offer because of the potential development to the site. Figas continued that ACED has agreed to still use funds for another GTECH project in Millvale. Currently the logistics are being worked out; Figas said he is hopeful an alternate site can be found.
· The board discussed the weather of the previous week and the threat of flooding. Kelly suggested a hotline or web site be updated when flooding threatens. Figas said the Borough is sending an emergency preparation guide in the next newsletter. Figas also explained that he would create a webpage with emergency info as well.
E. Sustainable Organization: 
· Figas asked for volunteers for the Brew Festival.
· Figas told the board Millvale Matters is working with the Borough to expand the July 18th PickUp.
VII. Old Business:
· Figas spoke about the ALCOSAN project and explained not much has changed since the last meeting, Rudar said she is writing a letter to the editor and other members said they have been active in creating awareness. 
VIII. New Business:
· Figas told the board about the Lloyd McBride Senior Center participating in the National Night Out event on August 4. Figas explained that Denise Botti service coordinator from the center asked the MBDC to participate in the event. Figas asked the board if they would like to participate and if so how to do so. The board said they wanted to participate and came up with the following ideas:
· Police presentation

· Train rides

· Community awareness

· Figas said he would meet with Denise and discuss the plans.
IX. Complaints / Compliments
· None
X. Announcements

· FarmStand – 07/1, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· FarmStand – 07/8, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· MBDC/Council – 07/14, 7:30 am, MCC, 7 pm, BB

· ARTEZ – 07/15, 7 pm, O’Hara

· FarmStand – 07/15, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· Pick-Up – 07/18, 10 am, MCC

· FarmStand – 07/22, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· FarmStand – 07/29, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· Focus Group – 09/15 - 6 pm, MCC
XI. Adjournment 

Motion Rudar to adjourn May meeting.


Second Walker
Vote to Adjourn June Meeting
Votes in favor: Figas, Kelly, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker



None against




June Meeting Adjourned by Schmitz at 7:15 pm.
Minutes Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 09/15, 6 pm, MCC















