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MINUTES OF THE MAY 2009 MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH MAIN/ELM STREET FOCUS GROUP
The regular meeting of the Millvale Borough Main/Elm Street Focus Group was held at the Millvale Borough Building on May 19, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved meeting recaps can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 

Vice President Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.
II. Roll Call 


Main/Elm Street Members Attending: 

Cathy Celender

Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto
Rich Jones

John Kelly  

Ray Lardin

Denise Rudar

Richard Schmitz


Tina Walker



Brian Wolovich


Absent with Regrets: 
Susan Lofaro

Virginia Pucci

Absent: 
None

Millvale Council Representatives:


None
Others Attending:


Jacqueline Geis


Laraine Lewis


Lisa Atkinson
III. Approval of Minutes 

Motion Walker made to Approve April 2009 MainStreet Minutes as submitted. 


Second 

Vote to approve the minutes of the April 2009 MainStreet meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Celender, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Lardin, Rudar, Walker



None against



April 2009 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.

      IV. MainStreet Managers Report



Figas received no questions concerning his April report.
 
V. Committee Reports


A.
Design: 
· Figas provided the Members the Façade Guidelines and Application. Figas asked the Members to review the application and guidelines and respond by email with suggestions. 

· Figas was also happy to report that he had received the application for Façade money; Figas said it was submitted to the DCED and that he expected the money by July.
B.
Economic Restructuring and Neighborhoods: 
· Figas gave the K-Walters update explaining that Penn Dot was still considering the Borough plan to expand the site. Figas expressed optimism that the project would be approved. Members also discussed the possibility of Dunkin Donuts on the site.
· Figas explained that National City / PNC had re-approved Red Star’s loan application and that the approved DCED Grant was still available but that Red Star was concerned about taking on additional debt during this difficult economic time. Figas said that he did not feel RedStar was in danger of leaving or closing but that they were making a business decision to not take on additional debt. 

· Figas said the MBDC Membership drive letter was sent.
· Figas reviewed the Port of Pittsburgh Grant and said the grant had been sent.
· Figas told the Members that a request for $40,000 for the GAPP had been submitted to DCNR for funding. Figas explained that the request would be used for site amenities.
· Figas updated the board on the GAPP, explaining that Allegheny County has offered an additional $14,000 to aid in the construction of the GAPP.
C.
Image, Identity and Promotion: 
· Figas told the Members advertising for the Pick-Up’s and FarmStand was underway.

· Figas explained that Tom Walker is working on the design for the Brew Festival Poster. Figas said Tom had a great design but that the Borough solicitor felt it could be considered to similar to an existing beer brand logo.
D.
Safe, Clean and Green: 
· Figas gave the Members the totals from the 2009 CleanSweep:

123 volunteers

173 bags of trash

6 bags of recyclables

4 tires

1.5 tons of scrap metal

2 appliances

Numerous large items were removed from Girty’s Run

Graffiti on three sites was painted over

· Figas let the Members know that the May PickUp attracted 8 volunteers, the volunteers planted flowers at the Ohio/Grant island site. Galioto expressed that she was happy to see the site planted and clean.
E. Sustainable Organization: 
· Figas told the Members that the first Great Millvale Egg Hunt was a success. 136 children participated making the event a success.
· Figas asked for volunteers for the Brew Festival.
· Figas explained that a Millvale resident whom requested a table at the farm stand has is information in order. He will be rented a table for $10 a week.
· Figas reviewed the FarmStand volunteer guidelines and asked for volunteers, several stand volunteers were present. Figas asked the volunteers to fill out the provided sign-up sheet and return it to him. Geis asked if she could bring recopies for the stand, Figas said yes as long as they were healthy, Figas said he could run copies. Geis suggested using tissue paper to brighten up the produce baskets, Figas said he would purchase the paper. Kelly asked if registration was available online, Figas said it was. Figas also indicated that he intended to purchase table clothes. Atkinson asked if the stand could sell flowers, Figas responded that he felt it was a good idea but that he would like a retailer to sell them as opposed to the MBDC. Walker said she liked opening the site up to other vendors.
· Kelly discussed Venture Outdoors and the possibility of bringing a festival to Millvale next year.
· Figas told the Members he was meeting with GTECH about the possibility of using a Millvale owned lot to plant sunflowers for alternative fuel sources, the arrangement would provide press coverage and learning opportunities.
VII. Old Business:

None

VIII. New Business:
· Figas explained the situation with ALCOSAN and their intentions concerning the Millvale riverfront park. Figas told the members that the concern was that ALCOSAN would take a large portion of the existing park for a treatment facility. Members expressed concern. Lardin explained how the facility could work; Figas discussed the Boroughs stance, which is that they do not want the facility on or near the park. Figas said the Borough is not opposed to petitions and other organized citizen efforts.
IX. Complaints / Compliments
· Figas reviewed the rental of Borough property to a furniture sales company. Figas told the Members that the decision was not intended to compete with other businesses, and that the property would not be leased to any business that provided competition to a Millvale business.
X. Announcements

· ARTEZ – 06/03, 7 pm, Shaler

· MBDC/Council – 06/09, 5:30 pm, BB 

· FarmStand – 06/10, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· Pick-Up – 06/16, 5:30 pm, MCC

· FarmStand – 06/17, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

· NEXT MEETING – 06/23 - 6 pm, MCC

· FarmStand – 06/24, 3-6:30 pm, Borough lot behind National City

XI. Adjournment 

Motion Walker to adjourn May meeting.


Second Rudar
Vote to Adjourn May Meeting
Votes in favor: Celender, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Lardin, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker and Wolovich


None against




May Meeting Adjourned by Schmitz at 8:25 pm.
Minutes Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 06/23, 6 pm, MCC















