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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2010 REORGANIZATION MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE FOCUS GROUP 

The reorganization meeting of the Millvale Focus Group was held at the Millvale Borough Community Center in the Banquet Room on January 19, 2010, at 6 p.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 7:40 a.m... 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 
Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto  

Rich Jones 

John Kelly 
Virginia Pucci 


Denise Rudar



Richard Schmitz



Tina Walker



Brian Wolovich


Absent with Regrets: 
Ray Lardin

Absent: 
None

Others Attending:
Denise Botti

Billy Chester



Susan Lofaro
Millvale Council Representatives:


Polly Grimpe

Jim Machajewski
III. Reappointment of Board of Directors
	2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS SEEKING REAPPOINTMENT
	MOTION/SECOND
	APPOINTED

	Eddie Figas
	Figas/Kelly
	YES - 9-0

	Tina Galioto
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	Rich Jones
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	John Kelly
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	Ray Lardin
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	Virginia Pucci
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	Denise Rudar
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	Richard Schmitz
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0
	
	Pto
	YES - 8-0

	Tina Walker
	Figas/Kelly
	YES – 9-0

	Brian Wolovich
	Figas/Kelly
	YES - 9-0


Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich



None against
Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Lardin, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich reappointed.
IV. Nomination and Election of New Directors (21 maximum, as per by-laws).


	2010 NOMINATIONS
	MOTION/SECOND
	APPOINTED

	Denise Botti
	Wolovich/Rudar
	YES – 9-0

	Billy Chester
	Wolovich/Rudar
	YES – 9-0


Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich



None against
Botti and Chester appointed as Directors.
V. Nomination and Election of Officers

	OFFICES
	Director Nominated
	MOTION/SECOND
	APPOINTED

	President
	Schmitz by Kelly
	Kelly/Galioto
	YES – 11-0

	Vice-President
	Kelly by Galioto
	Galioto/Jones
	YES – 11-0

	Secretary
	Figas by Wolovich
	Wolovich/Kelly
	YES – 11-0


Votes in favor: Botti, Chester, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich



None against



Officers nominated and elected as listed above...
VII. Nomination and Election of Committee Delegates

	COMMITTEES
	Director Nominated
	MOTION/SECOND
	APPOINTED

	Clean, Safe, Green
	Galioto
	Wolovich/Walker
	YES – 11-0

	Design
	Kelly
	Galioto/Walker
	YES – 11-0

	Economic Restructuring
	Schmitz
	Galioto/Figas
	YES – 11-0

	Organization
	Jones
	Galioto/Pucci
	YES – 11-0

	Promotion
	Jones/Chester
	Galioto/Pucci
	YES – 11-0


Votes in favor: Botti, Chester, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich



None against



Committee Delegates nominated and elected as listed above...
VIII. Approval of Meeting, dates, times, location and renewal of by-laws (no changes).
	MEETINGS-BYLAWS
	MOTION/SECOND
	APPROVED

	3rd Tuesday of each month
	Kelly/Walker
	YES – 11-0

	Millvale Community Center
	Kelly/Walker
	YES – 11-0

	6 pm 1/19,2/16,3/16,5/18,9/21,10/19
	Kelly/Walker
	YES – 11-0

	No December Meeting –Mixer 11/30
	Kelly/Walker
	YES – 11-0

	By-Laws
	Galioto/ Kelly
	YES - 11-0


Votes in favor: Botti, Chester, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich



None against



Meetings will be held when listed above and bylaws renewed with no changes.
IX. Approval of Minutes 

Motion Walker made to Approve October 2009 Focus Minutes as submitted. 


Second Kelly
Vote to approve the minutes of the October 2009 Focus meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Botti, Chester, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, Wolovich



None against




October 2009 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.
X. Main Street Managers Report

Figas received no questions concerning his October, November and December reports.
XI. Committee Reports


A.
MBDC Minutes/Update:

Figas explained that the MBDC had reorganized and that Richard Schmitz was elected to the Board.
B.
Clean, Safe and Green:
Figas told the Board the low bid was accepted for the GAPP project, cement work was completed in December, and a spring planting is anticipated for the site. Figas suggested meeting with adjacent businesses to discuss the site. Figas also told the Directors that the Borough needed to add kicker beams to protect the concrete from high water damage, Figas said this would be done when the weather breaks and that the site would then receive fill from the Millvale ball field. Pucci said flower and tree donations were needed along with volunteer efforts, Figas indicated lists of items needed for the GAPP are listed on the Borough website. Pucci also discussed sponsorship for items in the park. 
Figas reviewed Pick Up schedule for 2010:

· CLEAN SWEEP - Saturday, April 24, 9 am-1pm

· Party 1-2:30pm

· Tuesday, May 25, 5:30 pm

· Planting flower beds at Grant Ave and Ohio St.

· Saturday, June 05, 10:30 am United Nations World Environment Day 

· The 2010 event will be held in Pittsburgh, it is an opportunity to draw attention to Millvale and all the volunteer work that occurs within our community.

· Tuesday, July 27, 5:30 pm

· Cigarette Butt Pick-up

· Saturday, August 28, 10:30 am

· Graffiti Removal 

· Tuesday, September 28, 5:30 pm

· Sewer Cleaning - Awareness

· Saturday, October 9, 10:30 am

· Leaf Sweep and Winter Prep
Figas indicated that pick ups would be held rain or shine, during the rain the group would work indoors on other activities.

      C.
Design:

Figas explained that Façade money was requested; he continued that budget cuts have deeply impacted funding.
D. Economic Restructuring:
Pucci told the Board that she was meeting with the real estate agent regarding Ohio Street properties, but that the proposed hotel had chosen another site. 
Figas told the Board the 2010 membership drive was being planned for April.
Pucci explained January Ticket sales figures would be available in February.

Figas said several businesses are considering Millvale sites; he continued that he feels the Borough is slowly turning the corner with attracting new businesses.
Pucci indicated that Jean Marc Chatellier has purchased the building next to his and will be expanding.

      E.
Organization:

Figas asked members to consider volunteering for 2010 events.

Figas said the Cash Bash was scheduled for February 6, and that volunteers are needed. Pucci told the Directors ticket sales were going well and that she expected the sales goals to be met. 
F.
Promotion:

Figas informed the board that the Mixer was well attended and the yearly calendar is attached to the agenda. Figas also reported:
· Millvale kid’s choir: 8

· Santa Celebration: 119

· MBDC Mixer: 71

· Holiday Window Event: 16 windows, 39 artists

· Senior Holiday Lunch: 61
XII. Old Business
Pucci gave AN UPDATE ON THE Alcosan situation indicating that several local organizations had approached ALCOSAN with concerns over the costs of the studies and asked them to do something to solve the problems instead of studying it. It was also discussed that the costs were prohibitive to ever complete the work as described and suggested in the ALCOSAN studies. Pucci also stated that the Borough received a $35,000 DEP grant that would be used to purchase equipment to help clean Girty’s Run.

Wolovich asked if their was truth to the rumor that a retention pond was being built, Pucci happily said it was in fact going to be built off of Cemetery Lane. 
Figas reviewed advertising for the newsletter and explained that four combined newsletters would be distributed in 2010. Schmitz indicated he was interested in advertising, 
XIII. New Business
Figas explained that Joe Pucciarelli from Tower41 Productions had approached him with the idea for the Mill Bills’ Plan. Figas then explained the plan; he said it was intended to promote Millvale businesses, especially business to business interaction. Figas also suggested it would create positive press. Figas continued that he felt the Borough was in a position to consider the program. Figas acknowledged the idea of the plan was from Pucciarelli and that Pucciarelli intended to help with the development and contribute to the start up cost with in-kind donations. Figas said he was going to prepare a detailed explanation of the plan for next meeting.
Figas told the Board he had met with the Pittsburgh Pirates earlier in the day and that they were offering very good deals on tickets which he said could be used as a fundraiser. Figas said he would gather pricing and info and report back to the Board. Pucci said a Pirate game was planned a few years ago but did not work; she indicated that a different approach may work.
Figas told the Board he had scheduled a meeting with GTECH, stating that he was hoping to have them look at the Butler St. properties.

Figas discussed the possibility of Community gardening in Millvale; he said the Butler lots would work well but that the GTECH potential clouded the possibility. Figas felt the GTECH opportunity would prepare the sites for future gardening if funded.
Kelly asked if there was an interest in purchasing more Christmas lights, Pucci said she liked the idea and that it was a good way to show the town we were providing something, she said she would look into it. Pucci added she was looking at purchasing more flags.

Botti asked if there would be interest in helping provide aid for the Haiti disaster, she continued that she was organizing something for the high-rise, the Board seemed interested. Figas indicated that he would look into options as he felt Millvale residents may be in a better position to donate goods and not monetary donations.
XIV Complaints / Compliments
Figas said many compliments were received in regard to the Mixer and Santa.
XV. Announcements

· ARTEZ – 01/20, 7 pm, Sharpsburg
· Cash Bash – 02/06, 7 -11 pm, MCC
· MBDC – 02/09, 5:30 pm, BB
· Parents Night Out – 02/13, MCC
· Next Meeting – 02/16, 6 pm, MCC
XVI. Adjournment 

Motion by Figas: Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Pucci
Vote to Adjourn.  
Votes in favor: Botti, Chester, Figas, Galioto, Jones, Kelly, Pucci, Rudar, Schmitz, Walker, `


Wolovich
None against



President Schmitz adjourned meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 02/16, 6 p.m.
















