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MINUTES OF THE MAY 2011 MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The general meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held at the Millvale Borough Building in the Council Chambers on MAY 10, 2011, at 7:30 a.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 7:42 a.m... 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Vince Cinski 

Eddie Figas 
Jamie Hahn
Tina Galioto  
John Kelly 
Jim Porter
Virginia Pucci 
Richard Schmitz

Absent with Regrets: 
Lin Mikelas 
Elaine Trapani 
Tom Walker
Advisory Members Attending:
Millvale Business Representatives:


Jan Carlos
Millvale Council Representatives:


Al Atkinson


Polly Grimpe
Others Attending:

III. Approval of Minutes 
Motion Schmitz made to Approve March and April 2011 MBDC Minutes as submitted. 


Second Cinski

Vote to approve the minutes of the March and April 2011 MBDC meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz



None against



March and April 2011 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted. 
IV. Main Street Managers Report
Figas said his May report was attached.
V. Old Business 

A. *Figas presented the reply from Draai Laag Brewing requesting for bagel shop rental.

a. Figas informed the board that He, Porter and Pucci meet with Draai Laag and that Draai Laag relayed that they are excited about the possibility of leasing the site and appreciate the considerations the Borough and MBDC have made thus far. Figas explained that Draai Laag would like to begin the lease by June but are asking for the following:

i. $400 lease per month for 1 year.

ii. Lease increase be done on a yearly basis instead of a quarterly garnish – in principal the lease term would go up $100 a year as opposed to $25 per quarter, this is beneficial to the brewery for tax purposes.

iii. Cap the lease increase terms at $800. 

iv. The brewery agreed to all other aspects of the MBDC and Council’s requests. 
b. Kelly asked if an appraisal had been done on the property – Pucci, No. Kelly asked if the property had been marketed, Pucci said it had been as two properties but not separately. Pucci indicated that Magic Bean was leasing the site and that if the property was divided they would need to determine the asking price. Atkinson, asked several questions regarding terms of the lease, he said he felt the cap could give the Lessor to much power if negotiating to buy. Figas said adjustments would need to be made. Galioto said she liked the idea of giving a business a chance, Atkinson said he also supported the idea, Cinski, said he felt it was inline with the unique businesses the Borough was attracting, Pucci agreed and furthered the comment. Kelly asked if the MBDC could get more in rent, Figas said possibly, but their were no guarantees, Pucci said a 60 day notice was agreed upon by the brewer. Schmitz said the building is currently empty and taking into consideration the unique nature of the business he felt we should give Draai Laag a chance by agreeing to the requests. Pucci added she felt that Draai Laag would be a good community member and possibly provide the community with good press.

Motion Schmitz made to approve rental of 501 Ohio St. to Draai Laag Brewing Company @ $400 per month for 1 year, after one year the lease would increase $25 per quarter (the increase will be averaged and calculated yearly for tax purposes). Other details of the lease would be worked out by Draai Laag, staff and the Solicitor.

Second Cinski

Vote to approve the rental of 501 Ohio St. to Draai Laag Brewing Company for $400 per month for the term of one year with aforementioned clauses. 
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz


1 vote opposing
Rental of 501 Ohio St. to Draai Laag Brewing Company for $400 per month for the term of one year with aforementioned clauses, approved. 
B. Figas relayed the Tree Vitalize Grant Submittal

C. Figas said he would invite the Bike Artist to attend a meeting later in the summer.  

D. Figas said the Kitman Dinette Building Appraisal was expected shortly. 

E. Figas explained he and Pucci met with Cathy McCollum of the River Town program and were provided a hard copy of the plan and an electronic copy, Figas said copies could be made if requested and that the report would be on the Borough website. Pucci indicated McCollum pledged to aid with advertising and searching for riverfront funding, Grimpe added a revolving loan fund was being worked on as a multi community project but that it was at least a year off. 
VI. New Business 

F. Porter began the Focus Group consolidation with a brief history of the MBDC and spoke of the Corporations successes. Porter was animated in describing some of the difficulties the Corporation has experienced. Figas then spoke about the consolidation of the Focus Group into the MBDC. 

a. Figas said the Focus Group requested to reorganize meeting dates to allow more time, Figas stated he was in favor of this change and Pucci agreed, Grimpe also agreed.
b. Figas said that the MBDC could add two members from Focus group to complete MBDC roster, additional Focus group members would then be sworn on as Advisory members.

c. Figas said that Schmitz indicated he would like to see the consolidation lead too more of a concentration on creating of strong committees under the MBDC guidance.

d. Figas suggested holding a budget / MBDC history meeting to introduce new members to the history of the group and explain the budget, Schmitz agreed and went on to say that no one currently understands the MBDC budget, Cinski agreed. Pucci said a reason for lack of budget knowledge is that the MBDC has rarely spent money and their was no need for a budget. Figas indicated that this would be resolved by the budget / history meeting; he also stated the MBDC has a certified audit every year. Kelly said with events the MBDC is generating some income.
e. Figas indicated Jim Porter has agreed to remain as President of the MBDC through the transition. 
f. Pucci said a vote on acceptance of the consolidation would occur at the June meeting provided the Focus Group votes to consolidate and effectively disband.
G. Figas introduced the potential of purchasing/leasing a railroad spur at the Riverfront Park. Figas then said Kelly and Grimpe had met with a marketing representative from CSX to discuss the reality of the lease / purchase. Kelly began the discussion by distributing a handout detailing the meeting he had with CSX. Kelly continued that the acquisition would aid in the perceived parking problem. Grimpe indicated CSX suggested a long term lease or purchase for a $1. Porter and Pucci spoke of the history the Borough has when negotiating right of ways and Grimpe again emphasized the representative indicated the company had a different outlook now. Figas asked what the next step was, Kelly said the RR bridge was discussed as well, Grimpe said the rep felt they were two separate issues. All agreed to concentrate on the spur initially. Kelly then relayed what would be necessary for the Borough to make an offer/request for the property, which entailed Borough approval to engage the engineer. Kelly said funding could be sought from Heinz if approval was given. 
Motion Figas made to suggest Council look at the purchase /lease of the RR spur. 


Second Schmitz

Vote to approve suggestion for Council to review possible lease / purchase of the RR spur. 
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz



None against
John Kelly and Polly Grimpe will inform Council of their meeting with the consent of the MBDC and on the Directors behalf... 

H. Figas reviewed the attached 2011 Membership letter pointing out the changes from 2009 and asking for any suggestions – none given and letter approved.
I. Figas spoke about the potential added cost for the kiosks made by Red Star ironworks for powder coating the upright kiosk. Schmitz explained the cost could be up to $2,000 and would benefit the structure. Pucci indicated the painting was not originally included in the cost, Schmitz suggested asking businesses for donations, Cinski suggested using the membership drive, Figas felt the fee was enough and additional asks would not be looked upon favorably by businesses. Figas then said he would make a few contacts and Hahn offered to support the project. Figas said he would contact Red Star and keep the project moving forward.
VII.   Committee Reports 
A. Main / Elm Street Focus Group

· Figas explained the next Meeting was 05/16 and that discussion topics would include: Consolidation, GOM, Tree Identification Class

   B. Clean, Safe and Green 

Relayed by Figas
· Super Big Yard Sale – May 14

· Farm Market – Begins June 15 

· Rain Garden – Installation TBD

C. Design

Recapped by Figas
· Figas, Schmitz and Kelly working on guidelines

· Window Program – 3 buildings confirmed

· Façade Grant Initiative – released with membership drive

D. Economic Restructuring


Explained by Figas
· Mill Bill’s – Restructuring as an advertising program to be released along with the Membership drive.

· Kitman Dinette Purchase

E. Promotion
 
Relayed by Figas
· Advertising updates and web site update.

F. Organization

Described by Figas
· Brew Fest 300 tickets sold in 1st week of sales

· Egg Hunt – 89 participants

· Clean Sweep -52 volunteers

· Cleaned Meade alley lots, Stanton Ave, Maryland, Grant and Lincoln.

· Garden beds filled, orchard mulched, grass cut.

· Riverfront cleaned.

· Working on Super Big yard sale and Farm Market

IX. Announcements 

Pucci informed the Directors of the upcoming ACT 32 meeting in Shaler and explained the significance of the change to business owners.


Made by Figas
· Super Big Yard Sale – 5/14, 9 am, Borough
· ARTEZ – 5/18, 7, Sharpsburg

· Focus Group – 5/16, 5:30, MCC

X. Adjournment 

Motion by Schmitz: Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Kelly
Vote to Adjourn.  
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Kelly, Hahn, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz
None against



President Porter adjourned meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 06/14, 5:30 p.m.















