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Millvale Borough Development Corporation




MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2011 MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The general meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held at the Millvale Borough Building in the Council Chambers on March 8, 2011, at 7:30 a.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 5:34 p.m... 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto  
John Kelly 
Jim Porter
Virginia Pucci 
Richard Schmitz
Elaine Trapani 

Absent with Regrets: 
Vince Cinski 

Jamie Hahn

Lin Mikelas 
Advisory Members Attending:
Tom Walker

Millvale Business Representatives:


None
Millvale Council Representatives:


Al Atkinson


Polly Grimpe
Others Attending:


None
III. Approval of Minutes 

Motion Pucci made to Approve February 2011 MBDC Minutes as submitted and with noted date changes. 


Second Schmitz
Vote to approve the minutes of the February 2011 MBDC meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz and Trapani


None against



February 2011 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted with changes. 
IV. Main Street Managers Report
Figas reviewed his February report highlighting web stats and negative flooding articles...
Figas also presented 21st Century Philanthropy Article.
Figas also discussed an article on Non-profit Real Estate acquisition and development...
V. Old Business 

A. *Window Program 

Figas initiated discussion on the Window program asking the Directors for official approval of the program and funding. Pucci asked for a brief review of the program s designed goals, Figas updated the program and relayed his feeling of the importance of the program. 
Motion Schmitz made to Approve funding and initiation of the Window Program as proposed by Figas. 



Second Pucci
Vote to approve funding and initiate the Windows Program as proposed by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz and Trapani



None against




Funding and initiation of Window Program approved as submitted. 

B. *Façade Grant Initiative 

Figas initiated discussion on the Window program asking the Directors for official approval of the program and funding. Porter asked if large scale property owners could apply, Figas indicated changes to the original had been made to recognize only live in homeowners/renters/lessees. Pucci indicated the program should be reviewed by the Borough Solicitor, Figas agreed. 

Motion Schmitz made to Approve and Initiate the Façade Grant Initiative with and pending any changes made by the Borough Solicitor. 



Second Pucci

Vote to approve Façade Grant Initiative with and pending any changes made by Borough Solicitor. 
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz and Trapani



None against




Façade Grant Initiative approved with and pending any changes by the Borough Solicitor. 

C. Rainbarrels 

Pucci and Figas explained barrels were ordered through Grow Pittsburgh. 25 barrels were ordered at $50 per barrel. Pucci indicated barrels were pre-ordered by residents, the Borough purchased barrels for the GAPP, McCarthy Park and the Riverfront Park – Also, extra barrels were ordered to sell to residents or businesses

D. Rain Garden Grant Award
Figas told the Directors he was meeting with GTECH that afternoon to look at potential sites for the rain garden. Figas expected to submit a site to Council for approval at the March 8 meeting.

VI. New Business 

E. River Town Assessment Update 
Figas provided the river town meeting minutes which were reviewed by the Directors. Figas indicated Kathy McCollum would be attending the April meeting in order to help form the action teams as recommended at the river town meeting.
F. *Kitman Dinette Building Purchase. 

Figas introduced the intention to inquire about the Kitman Dinette building as an idea that had been present for years but mot acted upon for a number of years. Figas described his inquiry to Judy Kitman concerning the property, Figas indicated that Kitman said she was interested in selling the building and would consider a lease to purchase option. Figas stated the beginning negotiation price for the building would be $150,000. Pucci asked if any recent appraisals were done on the site, Figas said he was not aware of any, Pucci said to check with Parkvale bank. Kelly called the building the Turning Point and and indicated he had looked into purchasing the building a few years ago. Porter spoke about the flooding of the building and the potential future plans to create a sound and practical building. Grimpe spoke about new property laws but indicated the Dinette would not likely fall into any of new law criterion. Pucci said she feels an appraisal is needed to avoid over paying for the building. Porter said money should be spent on the building and it should start with an appraisal immediately, Porter also mentioned he did not want to overpay drastically for the building. Figas said a budget should be set and not surpassed for the purchase, he continued that he would expect the appraisal to be below the current negotiating start price. Walker said if the MBDC could purchase the building outright he felt it would help avoid future issues with a lease agreement. Grimpe agreed with Walker stating the less time we had to deal with an owner should create fewer problems. Walker said if a small price increase would enable the sale it should also be done.Grimpiee also suggested a title search. Figas said he would contact Parkvale to discuss options and then would connect with PNC do get options. Figas said he would also search for an appraiser. 
Motion Schmitz made to Approve hiring of a Commercial Appraiser to value the Kitman Dinette Building. 



Second Galioto
Vote to approve hiring of a Commercial Appraiser to value the Kitman Dinette Building. 

Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz and Trapani



None against

G. *Tree Committee for possible Tree Vitalize Grant – Attached
Pucci began the discussion by presenting a document describing a tree commission; Pucci went on to discuss the difference between a commission and a committee. Figas explained the reason for the discussion was in response to possible grant options in the future, Figas said tree grants need the formation of at least a committee to receive consideration. Figas then indicated that a program called Tree Vitalize organized and operated in the City of Pittsburgh through the Western PA Conservancy could possibly be targeting additional communities. Porter and Pucci both stated the current shade trees on Grant Avenue were the wrong trees for Grant and that they had been their prior to their tenure. Porter jokingly indicated he was against the trees we have. Schmitz indicated the trees were not trimmed correctly which all Directors agreed, Kelly said he agreed with Pucci that a Committee not a Commission was needed, he continued that he was in favor of making sure millvale was in a good place to receive funding. 

Motion Schmitz made to Approve a Tree Committee as outlined by Figas and pending Council approval. 



Second Pucci

Vote to approve Tree Committee as outlined by Figas and pending Council approval. 

Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz and Trapani



None against

H. Millvale Artists Association Introduction – John Kelly

Kelly explained that he had begun to form the Millvale Artists Association in response to the river town assessment program and Jim Porters urging. Kelly indicated local artists, Peter Lambert (Red Star), Mark Panza (Panza Gallery), Tom Walker (Mullen – multi-media); Bill Stout (Art History) and Kelly (Kelly Art Glass) were founding members and had met to discuss the initial focus of the group.

VII.   Committee Reports 
Figas highlighted the committee reports without questions from the Directors. Kelly mentioned that a worker of his notified him of a person that had chosen to move to Millvale because of the communities turn around. Kelly also asked what was happening with the newly acquired Kept Co property, Pucci indicated there was a dispute between the owner and the Building inspector, Pucci said she was working to help mitigate the situation.
A. Main / Elm Street Focus Group

· Next Meeting 03/15 – Tree Committee Discussion

   B. Clean, Safe and Green 

· Clean Sweep – May 7

· Super Big Yard Sale – May 14

· Farm Market – Begins June 15

C. Design

· Figas, Schmitz and Kelly working on guidelines

D. Economic Restructuring


· Mill Bill’s – Restructuring as an advertising program to be released along with the Membership drive.

· Kitman Dinette Purchase

E. Promotion

· Window program

· Mill Bill’s Advertising initiative

F. Organization

· Volunteers needed for 2011.

IX. Announcements 

· Focus Group – 3/15, 5:30, MCC

· ARTEZ – 3/16 7, Millvale

· NEXT MEETING – 04/12, 5:30 pm, BB
· Egg Hunt – 04/16, 10 am, MRFP
· NEXT MEETING – 04/12, 5:30 pm, BB
Pucci announced that the deal for the Borough and Nicotra property at the entrance to Millvale had fallen through.
X. Adjournment 

Motion by Trapani: Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Galioto
Vote to Adjourn.  
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Kelly, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz, Trapani
None against



President Porter adjourned meeting at 9:18 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 04/12, 5:30 p.m.















