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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 2008 GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The general meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held in the Millvale Borough Building on February 12, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 5:34 p.m... 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto  

Don Gillespie
Jamie Hahn 

John Kelly 

Janice Muto

Jim Porter
Virginia Pucci 


Absent with Regrets: 

Vince Cinski 

Lin Mikelas

Elaine Trapani 

Absent: 



None

Staff Attending: 



 Susan Lofaro (MS Intern)

Advisory Members Attending:


None

Millvale Business Representatives:



 William Leslie


 Richard Schmitz

Also in attendance:



Marlane Vujecvich
III. Approval of Minutes 

Motion Pucci made to Approve January 2008 MBDC Reorganization Meeting Minutes as submitted. 


Second Galioto 

Vote to approve the minutes of the MBDC Reorganization Meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Gillespie, Hahn, Kelly, Muto, Porter, Pucci 



None against




2008 MBDC Reorganization Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.

IV. Committee Reports


A.
Main / Elm Street Focus Group:

Figas stated that the GAPP Planning session is scheduled for 02/18/08, 5:30 p.m. at the MCC. Figas stated that the planning process is going well and that the meeting on 02/18 will last about 3 hours with pizza being provided. Figas also said that Joy Abbott form Hometown Designs would have pictures of the area and drawings, Figas urged everyone to attend.

B.
Promotion:
Figas asked all in attendance to forward reasons why you ‘LOVE MILLVALE’. Porter gave several facetious reasons and urged all to get back to Figas.

      C.
Design:

Figas explained that design guidelines for the façade grants are being reviewed and would be updated for the 2008 façade grant season.

      D.
Organization:

Figas said the spring event scheduled for March 8 would be rescheduled to April to coincide with Earth Day Events. Kelly expressed that this was a good idea and that he would relay the info to the Three Rivers Rowing Association, Kelly also said the Friends of the Riverfront should be involved.

      E.
Economic Restructuring:

· Figas told the board that Artez is holding its annual meeting on 02/20/08, 5 p.m. @ the MCC. Figas informed the MBDC of the NHCO fraud detection clinic on 02/27/08, 7:45 a.m. @ the MCC. Pucci explained to the MBDC that the board needs to renew its’ Business Representative to ARTEZ, Figas is the current representative and the MBDC agreed without dissent to reappoint Figas in the same capacity. Kelly expressed interest in ARTEZ and was duefully appointed as Alternate Business Representative for the MBDC.
· Pucci updated the MBDC on the January lottery calendar sale, Pucci stated that a profit of $1,455 was made on the calendars. Pucci said the lottery calendars are an easy fundraiser and asked the board if they would like to continue with the calendars. Pucci also said that typically two or three calendars are sold per year. Porter said that the calendar sales are good fundraisers but take time to organize and prepare. He mentioned that help is always needed to get the calendars out. Muto said that the calendars made a nice profit and felt they should continue, Pucci asked if all agreed and no one objected. The lottery calendars will continue.
· Pucci informed the MBDC that the Borough and Executive committee are currently under contract with the Bentley Corporation to sale/purchase the properties on Ohio and Lincoln, Pucci continued saying that Bentley had asked for several extensions to the closing date. Bentley asked on 02/05/08 to have the closing extended to March, the Borough asked for non-refundable hand money as a show of good faith from Bentley. Bentley did not provide the hand  money and the Pucci stated that she contacted the Borough solicitor who said the closing could be moved up based on Bentley’s nonpayment, the Solicitor has taken the necessary action and rescheduled the closing for 02/19/08, Bentley has not responded directly. Porter stated that if the Bentley deal does not work a previous interested party has indicated that they may be interested again.  

      F.
Clean, Safe and Green:

· Figas informed the MBDC of the Allegheny CleanWays Training session scheduled for 03/10/08, 7 p.m. @ the MCC. Figas encouraged everyone to attend and told the board that Millvale is lucky to be holding the training. 
V. Main Street Managers Report

Figas reviewed the new businesses in the Borough and introduced William Leslie from William Leslie Heating and Air Conditioning whom was in attendance. 
VI. Old Business

Porter asked Figas to comment on the Graffiti flyer that was distributed. Figas, explained that flyers were distributed in January and that updates would continue, Figas urged everyone to report any graffiti. 
VII. New Business

· *Figas explained that the web page is in desperate need of updating. Figas said he explored several options and decided to c work with the current service provider WSI. The cost for a complete site makeover would be $1,995. Figas detailed that the proposed changes would add pages to the site and make it more navigable, he also stated it would include a business page, calendar, picture gallery, and better email application. Figas also indicated that the new site would have separate areas for the Borough, MBDC, Main Street and Elm Street. Figas asked Pucci to explain the financial relationship in-regard to the Web page. Pucci explained that the Borough, MBDC and Main Street program split the cost of the website monthly. Pucci further explained that the Borough and MBDC could split the cost of the update and that the Borough would continue to pay the monthly service fee. Hahn said money from BOOM was available and suggested it be used as BOOM is no longer operating, Jamie asked if Carpathian had been approached and Figas said they were but did not fit the needs. Figas explained that the upgrade was priced so well because he would work with WSI to complete the project and do weekly updates to the refurbished site.
Motion Hahn made to Approve use of MBDC funds totaling $997.50 to upgrade the current Millvale Borough website to include the MBDC and Main Street Program. 


Second Muto 

Vote to approve use of MBDC funds totaling $997.50 to upgrade the current Millvale Borough website. 

Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Gillespie, Hahn, Kelly, Muto, Porter, Pucci 



None against

Use of MBDC funds totaling $997.50 to upgrade the current Millvale Borough website Approved.
· Porter explained that the By-laws have been updated by Figas and said that the solicitor would review the changes, Porter asked Figas to highlight the changes for the MBDC. Figas explained the major changes were made in the PURPOSE and COMMITTEES, Figas commented that the changes were designed to update the by-laws which have not been changed since 1999 and to clarify so common operation misconceptions. Porter asked the Executive committee to review the bylaws and suggest any changes to Figas. Figas then asked Pucci to explain the MBDC’s roll in the Main Street program, Pucci defined the MBDC’s roll as necessary according to the PA Downtown Center whom administers the Main Street funding.
· Porter announced the Library group is proposing a 5k fundraiser to be held at the riverfront park. Galioto explained that the fundraiser was being organized by Pitt students and Figas confirmed it was a Pitt Honor Society organizing. Porter  spoke about the difficulty of both raising money and getting volunteers and hoped that people would still volunteer and support Borough and MBDC events with all of the new events and programs coming about. Kelly mentioned that he would notify the Three Rivers Rowing Association of the event.
VIII. Complaints / Compliments


None

IX. Announcements
Porter read the announcements:
· Focus Group GAPP Meeting: February 18, 5:30 p.m. 

· ARTEZ Annual Meeting –February 20, 5 p.m.

· Library Fundraiser @ Mr. Small’s: February 23

· Occupational Fraud Seminar, February 27, 7:45 a.m.

· NEXT MEETING:  March11, 2008 - 7:30 am 
· Allegheny Clean Ways Training – March 10, 7 p.m.
XI. Adjournment 

Motion by Pucci: Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Gillespie

Figas, Galioto, Gillespie, Hahn, Kelly, Muto, Porter, Pucci 


None against



President Porter adjourned meeting at 6:27 pm.

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 03/11, 7:30 a.m.
















