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Millvale Borough Development Corporation




MINUTES OF THE COMBINED FEBRUARY/MARCH 2010 MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The combined meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held at the Millvale Borough Community Center in the Banquet Room on March 9, 2010, at 7:30 a.m.  The meeting was combined because of cancelation of the February 9, 2010 meeting due to heavy snow. 
Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 7:52 a.m... 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Vince Cinski 

Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto  
Jamie Hahn 

John Kelly 
Janice Muto
Jim Porter
Virginia Pucci 
Richard Schmitz
Elaine Trapani 

Absent with Regrets: 
Lin Mikelas 

Absent: 
None

Advisory Members Attending:
None


Millvale Business Representatives:


None
III. Approval of Minutes 
Motion Schmitz made to Approve January 2010 MBDC Minutes as submitted. 


Second Kelly
Vote to approve the minutes of the January 2010 MBDC meeting recorded by Eddie Figas 
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Kelly, Muto, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz, Trapani



None against



January 2010 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.
Porter commented that there are no February minutes because the meeting was canceled due to record snowfall. 
X. Main Street Managers Report
Figas explained the new changes for the Monthly repot including, web stats, volunteer graphs and press clippings.
XI. Committee Reports


A.
Main / Elm Street Focus Group:

Figas explained that the Focus group reorganized in January, he presented the newly elected board, officers and committees:
· Denise Botti

· Billy Chester

· Eddie Figas

· Tina Galioto

· Pastor Rich Jones

· John Kelly

· Ray Lardin

· Virginia Pucci

· Denise Rudar

· Richard Schmitz

· Tina Walker

· Brian Wolovich

· Officers:

· President, Schmitz
· Vice-President, Kelly
· Secretary, Figas
· Committees:

· Clean, Safe, Green, Galioto
· Design, Kelly
· Economic Restructuring, Schmitz
· Organization,  Jones
· Promotion, Jones/Chester
B.
Clean, Safe and Green:
Figas told the Board that the Focus Group would be working on indoor projects incase of PickUp rain outs. 
Figas showed the Directors the drawing Tom Walker had proposed for the property in front of his current home. The Walker family currently maintains the property, it is owned by the Borough. The Walkers are interested in purchasing or leasing the property in the future for a long term. Porter asked the Directors for input and all responded they felt the project was a great idea. Trapani noted it would be nice to see a garden especially for people visiting the community. The Directors asked Porter to consult Council as Council owns the property.

Figas then presented a proposal to develop vacant land off of Maryland and Logan. The properties were purchased by the Borough and homes were removed due to a landslide. Peter Lambert owner of Red Star Ironworks and Ben Fiorillo are interested in leasing the land to put and urban garden/farm on it. The concern is underlying drainage which was installed as a result of the landslide. Porter asked the Directors if they supported this idea, again the Directors expressed strong support for the idea. Porter said the Borough engineer would be involved in the planning process as the Borough does not want to jeopardize the area any further. Figas said he had a meeting set with the engineer, Mr. Lambert and Mr. Fiorillo to begin dialogue. Porter also said he would like to see trees on the site in the future. Pucci said flowers would make the hillside more attractive. Muto and Galioto also expressed interest in flowers, Kelly suggested bringing all the garden/farm projects together, and Figas said he would explore the idea. Porter and Pucci said they would bee presenting the idea to Council for input and because the property is owned by Council.

      C.
Design:

Figas explained that Façade money was requested; he continued that budget cuts have deeply impacted funding and expected to know more in April.
D. Economic Restructuring:
Pucci told the Directors that the properties had interested parties.
Figas told the Directors the 2010 membership drive was being planned for April.
Pucci told the Directors January Ticket sales garnered $1,485. Pucci said more sales are needed for the April tickets.
Pucci mentioned that the Cash Bash made over $8,000 – Pucci also said the police were very very appreciative of the MBDC for sponsoring the event. Cinski said he would have a breakdown of what the funds were used for in the next newsletter.

 
Figas announced Floral Designs by Monica Opened (201 Grant).
Figas announced Hometown (Breakfast lunch counter 621 North) opened.
Figas announced Details on North (634 North) opened.
Figas told the Directors that GTECH Strategies was again looking at Millvale as a potential site for a planting. The Butler Street lots would be home to Sunflower and Canola flowers; eventually the lot transformation would be completed by evolving into a community garden space. Figas indicated that GTECH was very interested in the Butler lots the project cost is $2-3,000. Figas said the County is reviewing the project. Porter asked the Directors for their thoughts and all pledged support for the project. 

Figas presented the idea of creating a Community Fireplace / Oven at the riverfront park. Figas shared an article about a community fireplace in Braddock. The Directors liked the idea and want to know more about the concept. Kelly brought up the possibility of hosting a bread baking class and competition, Muto suggested a wine tasting with bread making. Porter mentioned that the oven would be a nice addition to the riverfront. Galioto also liked the idea and asked for additional information. 
Figas told the Directors that two separate breweries were considering Millvale, one is a microbrewery and the other a brewpub. Directors were excited about the possibility.

      E.
Organization:

Figas asked members to consider volunteering for 2010 events.

F.
Promotion:

· Figas informed the board that the 2010 calendar is out.

· Figas told Directors that Parents Night Out is scheduled for 03/13/10 and advertising is out.
· Figas explained work was beginning on Brew Festival, Figas showed Tom Walker poster and asked for input. The Directors commented on the poster and Figas said he we relay the comments to Tom. Figas also explained that he expected a record crowd as the festival was no longer competing with the Zoo Brew.
· Figas thanked Richard Schmitz for his work on the newsletter and said it would be in the mail by the 12th.
· Figas showed the poster for the Egg Hunt 03/27 and explained registration is online and available.
· Figas pitched the possibility of a Giant yard sale in Millvale. Figas explained that businesses and residents would be involved and that the Borough would organize and advertise the event but that the sales would be held on the residents or businesses property. Numerous questions were asked about the logistics, the Directors all liked the idea and want to peruse the idea.
XII. Old Business
Figas reviewed advertising for the newsletter.
Figas asked the Directors to review the attached Mill Bill’s Plan.
XIII. New Business
Trapani suggested stickers with the new Borough logo to be given to businesses as part of the 2010 membership drive. Figas said he would look into the idea.
Figas asked the Directors to review the PayPal and authorize.net information as he would like to use it for ticket purchases – Pucci said there was a concern over the cost but that if it was a free service it would not hurt, Muto agreed and said she would defer to Figas and Pucci, the other Directors agreed. Figas said he would give PayPal a shot.
Galioto asked for a Post Office update, Pucci said the office was not closing but that hours would be cut. Figas said nothing official was released, Pucci said the current building was leased; Trapani said she collected over 300 signatures on a petition to save the Post Office. 
Kelly asked if there was different ways to advertise the website and Porter suggested using existing signage. Galioto then suggested a new riverfront park sign, Galioto also suggested tagging new projects to get the MBDC’s name out Galioto also suggested recognizing new businesses with signage. Porter mentioned billboard options and Figas said kiosk would be installed at the RFP.
XIV Complaints / Compliments
Figas said many compliments from businesses were received regarding snow removal.
Porter acknowledged the Directors enthusiasm and asked for everyone to bring another person to a meeting.
XV. Announcements

· Parents Night Out – 03/13, 6-10 pm, MCC

· Main/Elm Street Focus – 03/16, 6 pm, MCC

· PDC Update – 03/23, 2 pm Greensburg

· ARTEZ – 03/24 6 pm, Millvale

· Egg Hunt – 03/27, 10 am, MRFP

· NEXT MEETING – 04/13, 5:30 pm, BB
XVI. Adjournment 

Motion by Muto: Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Schmitz
Vote to Adjourn.  
Votes in favor: Cinski, Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Kelly, Muto, Porter, Pucci, Schmitz, Trapani

None against



President Porter adjourned meeting at 9:50 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas

Next Meeting – 04/13, 5:30 p.m.
















