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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Millvale Resident:
On behalf of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation and Millvale Borough Council, I am pleased to provide you with this first edition of the Millvale Elm Street Planning Newsletter.  As you are probably already aware, the revitalization of the Borough continues at an unprecedented   rate despite our ongoing battle with the forces of nature.  Projects range from the development of our riverfront park to the renovation of our community center into new office space by North Hills Community Outreach for their organizational headquarters.  As you are reading this, new streetlights and signage are being installed after being funded by grants through the PA Department of Transportation’s Hometown Streets Program, the Department of Community and Economic Development, and the Allegheny County Department of Economic Development.

With the receipt of a $25,000 Elm Street Program Planning grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, we are now starting a new effort that will focus on the revitalization of our main residential areas with an approach similar to that used in our Main Street Program.  To guide this effort, the Borough has procured the services of a professional planning consultant, Third Sector Development, to lead the revitalization planning effort over the next few months.  
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide you with some background on the program and to invite your involvement in the planning process in order to create a successful program that will meet the needs of all of our residents
Sincerely,

James D. Porter, President
Millvale Borough Development Corporation
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ELM STREET PROGRAM
What is the Elm Street Program and how does it differ from the Main Street Program?
Once Pennsylvania’s Main Street Program had proven itself a success in terms of revitalizing the older downtown commercial cores throughout the Commonwealth, a decision was made in 2004 to try and extend the benefits of that program to the older residential core areas of the same communities.  Whereas Pennsylvania’s Main Street Program is directed at reviving the health of the local retail economy, the Elm Street Program is targeted at addressing
lower property values, a negative public image, and public safety issues. It is hoped that the operation of the Elm Street program in close proximity with the existing Main Street Program will create a synergy   that will extend their benefits to the overall community.
Does the Elm Street Program share the same program approach?

Where the Main Street Program is based upon the Four Point Approach of organization, design, promotion and economic restructuring, the Elm Street program utilizes a Five Point Approach which includes: Clean, Safe and Green Neighbors and Economy, Design, Image and Identity, and Sustainable Organization. The approaches are detailed as follows:

CLEAN, SAFE AND GREEN – this approach not only covers upgrading of infrastructure; but also, community parks and gardens.

SUSTAINABLE ORGANIZATION – will expand the activities of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation to better connect it with Borough residents and allow it to act as an interface for resources 

IMAGE AND IDENTITY – this is much like the Main Street Promotion approach and will focus on creating a better image of living in Millvale.

NEIGHBORS AND ECONOMY – this approach will help create new partnerships that will assist in job creation and work to deal with other social problems.

DESIGN – like the Main Street Façade Program, this approach will help residents rehabilitate the outside of their homes and also provide for intensified code enforcement and possible new infill construction on vacant lots. 

What are the boundaries of Millvale’s 

Elm Street Program

While the boundaries are only proposed at this time, these are the streets expected to be 
Included,
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Van Buren
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Williams
0

When will the program start?

The Open House held on April 23, 2008 is the official of the planning effort.  Over the summer and through the fall, there will be a 

number of meetings held to engage Millvale residents and business owners in the revitalization of its residential community starting with the designated Elm Street District. Upon completion of the study, an Elm Street Program application will be submitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, which will hopefully be approved and the Borough will be able to hire a full-time manager to administer the program for a period of four years.

The following table shows a comparison of taxes on a home in Millvale based upon a standard value home and the median value home in each municipality.
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