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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 2008 GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE MILLVALE BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The general meeting of the Millvale Borough Development Corporation was held in the Millvale Borough Building on August 12, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. 

Approved meeting minutes can be viewed online, at:
www.millvalepa.com 

Agenda: 

I. Call to Order 


By President Jim Porter at 5:40 pm. 
II. Roll Call 


Board Members Attending: 

Eddie Figas 
Tina Galioto  
Jamie Hahn 
John Kelly 
Lin Miklas 

Jim Porter
Virginia Pucci 

Absent with Regrets: 

Vince Cinski 
Don Gillespie 
Janice Muto 
Elaine Trapani

Absent: 



None

Staff Attending: 



 None

Advisory Members Attending:


Jeffery Schaffer

Millvale Business Representatives:


Jean Albert – Xerox


Peter Lambert – RedStar Ironworks



Al Atkinson – Atkinson Distributing

Also in attendance:

Brian Wolovich – New Sun Rising – Library
Jack Varley – Council

Ed Wirkowski - Council
III. Approval of Minutes 

Motion Pucci made to Approve July 2008 MBDC Meeting Minutes as submitted. 


Second Muto. 

Vote to approve the minutes of the July 2008 MBDC Meeting recorded by Secretary Figas 
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Kelly, Miklas, Porter, Pucci


None against




2008 MBDC July Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.
IV. Committee Reports


A.
Main / Elm Street Focus Group:

The Borough engineer has finalized a scope of work for the concrete pad located in the GAPP, the estimated cost is higher than expected. The Borough is considering bidding the project out as materials only and materials and labor.
A Focus meeting is scheduled for September 22.

Pucci reads letter form New Sun Rising received by MBDC President Jim Porter concerning the GAPP project. The letter is a request from the New Sun Rising for a signed agreement to keep the GAPP in place for a minimum of 3-5 years, if the GAPP must move New Sun Rising is asking that the GAPP be relocated within the business district at the Borough and MBDC expense. The letter is asking for a vote on the situation and was sent to Council. Pucci gives a brief background form her point of view detailing the current situation with the GAPP; she states that she has not been required by any grant funder to sign commitments or contracts concerning project length. Pucci then states that Alcosan is considering Millvale Riverfront Park as a potential site for a sewage facility, if the facility is built the park that was funded by federal, state and local monies will be lost. Pucci states that it is not fair and the Borough is working to defend the park from takeover but the reality is it could happen. Pucci then goes on to say that the Borough and MBDC are committed to making the GAPP a reality and have already invested a considerable amount of time and money in the effort, she says the Borough and MBDC received a $10,000 grant from Allegheny County which has the potential to be  increased, she states the MBDC paid a sum of $5,000 to a planning and design firm to lead public meetings on the park and design the park, and she says the Borough has paid $1,000 in engineering costs to the Borough engineer whom is working on the culvert capping. Pucci then said that the Borough is committed to the park and willing to consider additional investment to make it happen. Brian Wolovich representing New Sun Rising and author of the letter addresses the MBDC: Wolovich says he will address several specific points concerning Pucci’s comments. Point 1: Wolovich says he agrees that moving the park within the existing business district as currently defined would be difficult because of the lack of space, he said he would agree that if the GAPP could not be relocated in the business district then somewhere else in Millvale near the business district would suffice, he did reiterate that the move should be paid for by the Borough. Point 2: Wolovich said that new sun Rising is willing to put in more time and gather more volunteers if an Agreement could be reached. Point 3: Wolovich stated that New Sun Rising was seeking nothing in return for their fundraising and coordination efforts but that the agreement if signed would act as payment for their work and be a guarantee that the work would be available for use for years to come. Wolovich then said he wanted to work with the Borough and MBDC and that New Sun Rising is just asking for a little give and take, Wolovich continues that working to together will promote Millvale and open doors for future collaboration. Point 4: Wolovich said New Sun Rising volunteers have asked for the agreement and the request is supported by the Sprout Fund. Pucci ask Wolovich how many volunteers do you have and where are they, we have held numerous meetings and the same people seem to attend, if you have new volunteers please bring them to meetings and events as we do need their help, Pucci continues by asking Wolovich if the Sprout Fund supports the request for an agreement, Wolovich reiterates that they do. Pucci relays that Figas contacted the Sprout Fund and that no time frame is mentioned in the original grant request or in the current grant agreement. Wolovich say that the Sprout Fund supports New Sun Risings efforts to get a signed agreement. Kelly asks if the Sprout Fund has put their support in writing, Kelly goes on to ask if engineering documents have been completed. Porter then details the history of each property, his main point being that the Borough and MBDC made promises to return the properties to the tax rolls in exchange for funding. Pucci says she would like to move forward and that the engineer is currently finalizing a scope of work and cost estimate, once complete she say’s she would like to bid the project out, Pucci say’s her goal is to see the project to fruition but if the agreement holds the project up it may never move forward. Kelly then say’s it is evident that the Borough and MBDC have committed financially to the project; he asks to just move forward. Porter says he supports the GAPP but not the agreement, he continues by saying the Borough is also agreeing to maintain the park. Kelly says if a chance to develop the land is present, the Borough and MBDC must be able to pursue it. Muto says she is in favor of not signing the agreement because it limits the options for the property, she then says she would like to move the project forward  but with stipulations, for example defining who is responsible for maintenance. Lambert from RedStar Ironworks thanks the MBDC and gives background and facts about his business. Lambert then says he brings clients into town each week and that the GAPP would be a fantastic addition the Main Street, Lambert goes on to say he champions Millvale to clients and business contacts alike. Lambert then says he would like to challenge Porter to think bigger and differently. Kelly says do not squander this opportunity. Lambert asks how can we help, he then says that RedStar has worked with the Sprout Fund in the past and does not want to see future funding held back because we could not work together with New Sun Rising to accomplish the GAPP. Lambert says Millvale needs to think progressively, he then commends Millvale and the MBDC for their hard work. Pucci talks extensively about volunteering and the lack of support staff and board members get, she then asks Wolovich where the volunteers are. Lambert says the efforts of the volunteers should be commended and asks what can be done to move ahead? Wolovich says volunteers have been garnered for workdays. Pucci asks Wolovich what financial commitment has New Sun Rising made? Wolovich mentions the Sprout Fund Grant, acknowledges Borough support and aid in its writing, and says the New Sun Rising has pledged $1,000. Pucci then asks if New Sun has support for their efforts from any other groups. Wolovich responded that Shaler school district had worked with New Sun on a grant for the GAPP. Galioto asked if their was a budget for the GAPP. Figas responded by saying their was but until the engineer finalizes his scope it would not be accurate, Figas explained that the original budget had changed because of the increase in material costs. Wolovich asks the MBDC to vote on his request, Pucci says she has no problem moving the GAPP if it is feasible but that she cannot condone a time frame. 
 Motion Pucci made to continue moving forward on the GAPP with no timeframe.



Second Miklas


Figas asks and receives clarification on the motion.
Vote to move forward on the GAPP without signing requested agreement.
Roll Call Vote




Cinski: AWR




Figas: Yes




Galioto: Yes




Gillespie: AWR




Hahn: Yes




Kelly: Yes




Miklas: Yes




Muto: AWR




Porter: Yes




Pucci: Yes




Trapani: AWR




Vote 7-0 in favor of moving forward with GAPP without signing requested agreement.




Motion approved as submitted.


Wolovich thanked MBDC.

B.
Promotion:
Let us know why you ‘Love Millvale’ – Figas said collection boxes will be placed in businesses as per Trapani’s idea – RedStar said they could make the boxes.
Figas reported that RedStar would be featured on a KDKA news piece and that Tom Walker will be featured in a WPXI story about alternative commuting.

Kelly mentioned Millvale was featured on Pop City again.

Millvale Days posters are out and Golf Outing info. Figas mentioned donations accepted for golf outing,

      C.
Design:

Figas indicated the State audit was progressing well but said the PA Downtown center had not filled the Western PA representative and that not having the position fulfilled is slowing things down.
The intern is working on façade guidelines and a hardcopy of the business directory.

      D.
Organization:
Figas recaps the Brew Festival:
2007 Attendance: 224 2008: 325

2007 Ticket sales: $6,521 2008:$8,562

2007 Auxiliary sales: $416 2008: $635

2007 expenses: $3,077 2008 $3,077

2007 Profit $3,932 2008 $6,119


      E.
Economic Restructuring:
Figas explains the Stein group is still interested in the Lincoln/Evergreen site.
Pucci announces Dunkin Donuts has signed intent on the former Walters property.

Figas says he made inquiries to CMU and small hotel chains concerning the Lincoln/Evergreen property.

      F.
Clean, Safe and Green:
Figas announced the clean up with the North Hills Community Outreach still needs volunteers. 
Figas said he is working with Allegheny CleanWays for liter signs.
V. Main Street Managers Report

The monthly report was available for review...
VI. Old Business

The Borough Solicitor has not reviewed the By-laws per Porter.

Figas and Pucci commented on the success of the Farm Stand.
VII. New Business
Figas talked about the struggles of RedStar Ironworks to purchase their building and asked the board if it would be interested in pursuing the building to aid RedStar. Several scenarios were explained by Figas and commented on by Pucci. Lambert indicated he was receptive to help and appreciated the concern. Lambert did mention that the sale was progressing well and that he would keep the MBDC updated. The board did not act on the request directly and indicated that Figas could research options to aid in purchase of buildings in general.
VIII. Complaints / Compliments

Lambert commented the streetlights and signage looked great.

Kelly indicated a problem with dog dirt on and near his business. 

IX. Announcements
Porter read the announcements:

· Farm Stand: August 13 3:30 p.m. National City Lot
· Pick – Up - August 19, 5:30 p.m.

· ARTEZ – August 20, 7 p.m.

· Farm Stand: August 20, 3:30 p.m. National City Lot
· Farm Stand: August 27, 3:30 p.m. National City Lot
· Sprout Fund HotHaus: August 23 7 p.m. Pittsburgh
· Millvale Days: September 11-13

· NEXT MEETING:  September 9, 2008 - 7:30 a.m. MCC
· Pucci added that the Millvale Days committee would meet August  22, 6:30 PM, BB
XI. Adjournment 

Motion by Kelly: Adjourn Meeting 


Second by Galioto
Votes in favor: Figas, Galioto, Hahn, Kelly, Miklas, Porter, Pucci


None against


President Porter adjourned meeting at 6:48 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Eddie Figas
Next Meeting – 09/09 7:30 a.m.
















